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done when an expedition to Britain or Gaul or
Germany appeared to the Romans as a
wonderful audacity, worthy to be celebrated
in prose and poetry!" And again: "Nothing
European has yet taken firm root in Asia. If
England left India to-morrow, in spite of three
hundred years the very name of England would
be forgotten. Thus with the American in the
PhiHipines, with the French in Indo-China; not
one Asian nation, not a single tribe has ever
become completely Europeanized. Not a
single branch of knowledge has even penetrated
into Asia unless it comes from Asia in the first
place. Europe has copied. But Europe has
never originated!" For * copied' I would sub-
stitute * assimilated/ European civilization is a
civilization of assimilation. The two greatest
things, to my mind, in the life and literature of
Europe are Christianity and Democracy. But
who that knows history will deny that Chris-
tianity is a gift of the East to the West. As
for Democracy, so competent a critic as Maine
has recognised that "democratic institutions
are essentially Aryan and spread from India *
to Europe/*
The democratic principle, indeed, is still alive
in the panchayat system of our social life.
India is still alive; consider the spread of the
new national movement in this land. Wonder-
ful Is the vitality of the East The growing